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‘At last, a commander telling us the cold, harsh truth
about this war. An excellent and compelling read’
Andy McNab

- | ‘Wars are invariably muddles, but Tootal details a
[Agripping first-hand account .| it shamefully comprehensive one.’

Patrick Bishoj =i : . S . .
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‘A gripping first-hand account of the realities of frontline
command at the start of the bitterest war that Britain
has fought for generations'
Patrick Bishop, author of 3 PARA

okl S > 'Tootal offers the perspective of a man in charge ... he
®IHE TRU E{STU RY OF HE LMANQ@ tells the story well ... passionate admiration for his men
FROM THE LEADE ARA% is matched by disdain for others'
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Max Hastings, Sunday Times

3 PARA was at the forefront of the war in Afghanistan — the first unit into the lawless province of
Helmand. Colonel Stuart Tootal, who lead the unit into battle, is the first senior commander to provide
an account of the intense fighting.

The deployment was heralded as a peace mission. But the Taliban thought differently. The unit
became engaged in a level of combat that has not been experienced by the British Army since the end
of the Korean War. Undermanned, isolated and suffering from equipment shortages, 3 PARA fought
doggedly against the Taliban. Through raw courage and determination, they won the break in battle for
the British campaign.

Numerous gallantry decorations were awarded to the
Battle Group, including the Victoria Cross, but they were
not without the cost of many wounded and killed in
action. On his return from Afghanistan, Tootal fought
doggedly against an indifferent government to get
proper treatment for his wounded.

Frustrated with the government’s treatment of its
soldiers, he resigned from the Army and is pursuing a
career in corporate banking security. He has become
one of the UK’s foremost authorities on the situation in
Afghanistan, and is regularly in the public eye. He is a
trustee of the 3 PARA Afghan Trust and remains active
in raising funds for Armed Forces charities.

A proportion of the proceeds of this book are going to the Afghan Trust www.afghanistantrust.org
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